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Community is at 
the Center...
of the solutions to address 
the growing climate, health 
and equity crises affecting everyone, and 
parks and public space are a proven 
container for building community 
and democracy.

Authentic community engagement is the 
key to building public spaces that nurture
lasting community relationships, identity 
& power.

Midway Peace Park, St. Paul, MN



TPL Community Framework:
Proven outcomes of community-based parks engagement

• Tending to the civic commons 
is linked with increased trust 
in neighbors (Dresner, 2014; 
Tebes et al., 2015)

• Community gardens can 
facilitate social bridging
(APHA, 2013)

• Residents who visited parks 
regularly have 66% more 
social ties than those who 
didn't (Kaźmierczak, 2013)

• Park safety and community 
engagement are linked with 
increased sense of welcoming 
and belonging (Powers et al., 
2021).

• Individuals living with easy 
access to urban parks showed 
a stronger sense of place 
attachment (Scott et al., 2020)

• Environmental volunteers are 
more engaged in civic 
actions than the average 
American (Fisher et al., 2015).

• Pro-social environments of 
parks contribute to better civic 
order and indicators of social 
capital (Peters et al., 
2010; Mowen & Rung, 2016)
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Insights from Audience Members

Most frequent insights included:
• Pools need more support and funding
• The importance of maintenance staff
• How the pool works behind-the-scenes
• The important role of pools in a community
• The large size of Austin’s pool system compared to the small size of 

maintenance staff
• Dove Springs is a vibrant and strong community
• The history of Dove Springs Pool

92% of people surveyed said they had new insights or reflections about Dove Springs Pool or Austin’s public pool 
system based on the performance.



“All our city workers need their own custom badass 
soundtrack while they work”

“Gratitude for the people that keep the city pools running”

“Importance of community pools to bring people together”

Que Dove Springs es divertida siempre que su gente esté unida

“The community cares for what they have built, a safe 
place for everyone”

Quotes from Audience Members



Photos of council members?
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New Givens Pool





The Equipo Verde in South Los Angeles: Park and Green Alleys Allies
Sofia Giron, Equipo Verde, Community Leader and  Dayana Molina, Trust for Public Land, Community Organizer

Community of Practice, March 09, 2022  
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Resumen | Red de Callejones Verde de Avalon
SUMMARY | Avalon Green Alley Network  
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Resumen | Múltiples Beneficios de los Callejones Verdes
SUMMARY | Multiple-Benefits of Green Alleys

Crea Espacios
Abiertos 

Crea Conexiones 

Reduce el Crimen 

Agua Limpia 

Previene 
inundaciones 

Reduce el efecto
de isla de calor  
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Razón Fundamental | ¿Por qué callejones verdes?
Rationale | Why Green Alleys?

Map: Cal Poly Pomona
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Razón Fundamental | ¿Por qué callejones verdes?
Rationale | Why Green Alleys?

• La Contaminación del agua 
― Escorrientia al rio de Los 

Angeles 
― Encharcamiento de aguas 

pluviales contaminadas 
― Basura

• Isla de calor urbano extremo 
― Dosel de arboles limitados

• Problemas de Salud
― Las tasas mas altas de 

obesidad, diabetes y 
enfermedades cardiacas en el 
condado

• Pobre de parques
― 0.42 acres de espacio para 

1,000 residentes
• Comunidad con necesidad de 

mas recursos
― Falta de sentido de posesion
― Falta de Seguridad
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Enfoque | Participación de la Comunidad
Approach | Community Engagement 



7

Enfoque | Participacion de la Communidad
Approach | Community Engagement 



8

Enfoque | Participacion de la Communidad
Approach | Community Engagement 



9

Enfoque | Participacion de la Communidad
Approach | Community Engagement 



10

En Practica | ¿Por qué callejones verdes?
In Practice | Why Green Alleys?
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En Practica | ¿Por qué callejones verdes?
In Practice | Why Green Alleys?
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• Meeting community where they are
― Sidewalk/alley engagement
― School parent groups
― Open membership

• Listening to community 
― engage community early on and often, 

every step of the way(examples for TPL 
community cleanups and Equipo Verde 
Tool Library project)

• Be present
― Set up ways to engage community on 

reoccurring basis
― Resource sharing platform
― Table often, not every community member 

knows about your project
• Connect  community to other resources 

― Covid 19 Pandemic 

Equipo Verde | Cumple 10 Anos
Equipo Verde| Turns 10  



Thank you!

Dayana Molina 
Dayana.Molina@tpl.org

mailto:Dayana.Molina@tpl.org
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